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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Irish America 250 to Launch in Philadelphia with Tribute to
Revolutionary War Figure Stephen Moylan

Villanova, PA — January 14, 2026 — i i ick (“the
Society”) in conjunction with the Villanova University Center for Irish Studies and Irish America 250
will formally launch Irish America 250, a national initiative recognizing 250 years of Irish contributions
to the United States, with a public 2026 kick-off event on Wednesday, January 14, 2026, from 6:00 to
9:30 p.m. at the John and Joan Mullen Center for the Performing Arts at Villanova University.

The event marks the beginning of a year-long series of programs aligned with America 250, the
nationwide commemoration of the 250th anniversary of the United States. The kick-off will honor
General Stephen Moylan, an Irish-born patriot, aide-de-camp to General George Washington, and the first
president of the Society. Moylan is widely credited as the first person to use the phrase “United States of
America” in a written communication, in a January 2, 1776 letter during the Revolutionary War.

The program will feature a historical presentation by Padraig Higgins, PhD, and a fireside chat examining
Moylan’s legacy and the broader role of Irish immigrants and Irish Americans in the nation’s founding,
followed by a reception.

Honored guests will include Her Excellency Geraldine Byrne Nason, Ambassador of Ireland to the United
States; Rev. Peter M. Donohue, OSA, PhD, President of Villanova University; and Kieran Moylan of
Cork, Ireland, Kevin Meara, and Tom Lloyd, all descendants of General Stephen Moylan.

Event Schedule (Summary)

5:30 p.m. — Registration
6:00 p.m. — Introductions and Presentations

7:30 p.m. — Reception



The event is currently sold out, but guests may check with the Mullen Center box office for cancellations.

A detailed Order of Events follows at the end of the release.

Limited media availability. Please request in advance.

Media Contact:

The Society of the Friendly Sons and Daughters of St. Patrick
John J. O’Malley

Phone / Text / WhatsApp: 215-435-1786

Irish America 250
Kevin Sullivan
Phone: 301-538-9080

About the Society of the Friendly Sons and Daughters of St. Patrick

Founded in 1771 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where it remains based today, the Society of the Friendly
Sons and Daughters of St. Patrick is one of the oldest Irish organizations in the United States. Many of its
early members were among the most active and influential patriots of the Revolutionary era, including
John Dickinson, Robert Morris, Thomas Fitzsimons, and General Stephen Moylan, as well as other
distinguished figures in the Army, Navy, Cabinet, and Congress.

The Society exists to promote Irish culture and education and to provide aid through scholarships,
benevolence, and cultural programming. It has always been non-denominational and welcomes members
of all religious backgrounds. The Society is currently led by its first female president, Theresa Murtagh.
For more, visit www.friendlysonsanddaughters.com/.

“As the first female president of the Friendly Sons and Daughters of Saint Patrick, founded in 1771
to welcome and support Irish immigrants arriving in Philadelphia, I am proud to honor Stephen
Moylan—a courageous son of Cork who was a aide to George Washington in the Revolutionary War
and was the first to write the words ‘United States of America.’ Moylan’s vision and bravery remind
us that Irish Americans have shaped our nation from its very beginning.

For over 250 years, the Friendly Sons and Daughters has carried forward that legacy, remaining a
charitable, non-partisan organization devoted to helping those in need. Honoring Moylan is more
than remembering history—it is a call to action, to serve, to lead, and to inspire. From our founders to
today, we celebrate heritage, champion community, and empower future generations to leave their
own lasting mark on the world. His story—and ours—is bold, proud, and unstoppable.”

Theresa F. Murtagh, President. Society of the Friendly Sons & Daughters of Saint Patrick
About IrishAmerica250

We are a nonpartisan pro bono civic initiative highlighting the political, military, cultural, and civic
contributions of Irish Americans as part of the broader America 250 commemoration. Events and
educational programs are planned throughout 2026 across the United States. For more,

https://irishamerica250.org/

"We are extremely pleased to help organize this tribute to General Stephen Moylan," said Kevin Sullivan,
the founder and CEO of irishamerica?50.0rg/. " General Moylan's story reflects the deep involvement of
the Irish in the Revolution. We were there from the beginning. Irish soldiers and commanders like
Commodore John Barry, Generals Henry Knox, John Sullivan, "Mad" Anthony Wayne, and intrepid
Irishmen like Hercules Mulligan made an enormous contribution.



Sullivan contiued,” Half of all American Presidents have Irish roots, from Andrew Jackson to John
Kennedy, Ronald Reagan, and Joe Biden. We look forward to turning the upcoming Presidents’ Day
national holiday Irish Green. In the year ahead we will release a list of Great Irish American Women,
host cultural events in Irish pubs all across America just before the 4th of July and release a poem we
have commissioned by the great Irish poet Micheal O'Sidhail to honor Irish America”

About the Villanova University Center for Irish Studies

The Center for Irish Studies at Villanova University has been a leader for more than four decades in
interdisciplinary teaching and scholarship on Ireland in a global framework. The Center connects students
to local community organizations while also preparing them to become citizens equipped to take on the
world’s most pressing challenges. Through liberal arts-focused academics, multi-disciplinary scholarship
and key partnerships, the Center provides students with research, study abroad and employment

opportunities. For more, visit www.villanova.edu/university/centers/irish-studies.

About Villanova University:

Since 1842, Villanova University’s Augustinian Catholic intellectual tradition has been the cornerstone of
an academic community in which students learn to think critically, act compassionately and succeed
while serving others. There are more than 10,000 undergraduate, graduate and law students in the
University's six colleges—the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, the Villanova School of Business, the
College of Engineering, the M. Louise Fitzpatrick College of Nursing, the College of Professional Studies
and the Villanova University Charles Widger School of Law. Ranked among the nation’s top universities,
Villanova supports its students’ intellectual growth and prepares them to become ethical leaders who
create positive change everywhere life takes them. For more, visit www.villanova.edu.

Order of Events

Mullen Center: Irish America 250 Kick-Off
January 14, 2026
Topper Theater and Lobby

Summary
+4:00 p.m. — Tech check
+5:00 p.m. — Band
+ 5:30 p.m. — Doors open
+ 6:00 p.m. — Program begins
- 7:30 p.m. — Stage show ends
- 7:30-9:30 p.m. — Reception

Program Order

1. Bagpipes outside (5:45-6:05 p.m.)

2. Musicians on stage play traditional/period music for walk-in (5:30-5:45 p.m.) 3. 6:05 p.m. —

Color Guard presentation by The First Troop Philadelphia City Cavalry (two flags from either side

of the stage)

4. Theresa Murtagh sings the American and Irish National Anthems; introduces Dr. Joseph Lennon
and Emily C. Riley, Director, Center for Irish Studies

5. 6:20 p.m. — Introductions by Emily C. Riley, Director, of Dr. Joseph Lennon, and remarks on
the Irish-Augustinian heritage of Villanova

6. Society of the Friendly Sons and Daughters of St. Patrick video presentation 7. Presentation

by Dr. Padraig Higgins on 18th-century Irish in Philadelphia and America and Stephen



Moylan

8. Cork video presentation

9. Rev. Peter M. Donohue, OSA, PhD, President of Villanova University, introduction of the
Ambassador of Ireland

10. Remarks by Her Excellency Geraldine Byrne Nason, Ambassador of Ireland to the United States

11. Fireside chat: Dr. Joseph Lennon (moderator), Dr. Padraig Higgins, Theresa Murtagh, Joseph

Heenan, members of the Friendly Sons and Daughters, Consulate or other special guests, Rev. Peter

M. Donohue

12. Introduction of David Brown and Friends, musicians

13. David Brown Band performs “Philadelphia’s Fields — The Ballad of Stephen Moylan” by Dave
McGilton

14. Band plays walk-out music

15. Reception



